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Hovary Dueftions, &c. and are as willing to acknowledge 
1s our Enemies to alfert, chat we are no Conjusers — But 
if the Queriit will be..conrent with a Guwe/s, he is very 
welcome co’t, and accordingly we anfwer, That in pro- 
babilicy he’s Praying, for the fame Reafon, and with che 
fame Devotion that Seamea are when they have fx foot 
water in Hold. 

Queft. 2. Why you pretend to fuch firange. things, and 
yet im effect tell the World nothing but what we all know 
already? 

Arf. There’s another of “em, but we muft take the 
Liberty to fay, that we doubt the Gentleman who _pro- 
poted it is hardly a fair. .Reprefentative for all the World, 
fince he has chofen himfelf a Parliament ‘an for the 
Univerfe, as Trincalo, by his own Vote declar’d himfelf 
Viceroy over the Enchanted Iflands. Tobe graver, its 
true ia fome fence, Nil dilum quod non ditlum prius, The 
World is Learned, and we wifhit more fo, The fineft 
things thar can now be faid, dre little elle chan Old Sence 
with a New Turn; and if ye deny this, all the Orators 
in ie muft ftand ftill,’and neither Divines or Lawyers get 
any more than our Athenian Mercury. Yer fail, what 
one Man knows, another does not, and diffufing knowledge 
isa fort of improving it, perhaps the beft way; and 
befides, we are pretty confident, there are. very many 
Queftions here, fome of moment, which were never be- 
fore opie decided, efpecially in Morality, which is by 
far the moft ufeful part of Knowledge; and "twould be no 
fhame for us, fhou’d we own our chief aim in this de- 
fign, were to convey under a pleafant drefs, Netions of 
Vertse and Honour intothe Conmonalty, and rather to 
make ‘em better than wifer, thé indeed in one we do 
both; and cannot. doubt in the mean while but the Curious 
and Ingenious Spirits, wilt feldom take up our Paper, bue 
they'l find fomething or other in’t that may both divert 
and pleafe’em. For the dels candid Judges, they have 
done all they can againft ic already, but avail nothing 
The Paper ftill lives, andvis ftill like todo fo, in {pie of 
all their Ii-nature, and find that reception which we 
will fay the the defign thereof deferves. 


Queft. 3. Why Men dream of things they never thought of ? 

Anfw. We deny they ever do; may, "tis impoffible they 
ever fhoud, unlefsina Divine Dream, and that of fuch a 
Nature, that both the Thing and the Notion thereof 
fhould be revealed cogether, (but of fach Dreams fee af- 
terwards.). We maft here ¢xplain our meaning, the Fan- 
cy we own, has power ro join things together, when they 
ate before in the Mind, orto coyn Monfters and Impoffi- 
bilities out of real chingss Preping as Wellas wabing: For 
Example, have the Notion of my felf,‘a Horfe, a Road, 
Thieves, Water, Five, a Hout, Night, or what elfe you'l 
name, treafured up io my Memory. Thefe my Pancyina 
Dréam may chance to fhuffie cogether, and make me think, 
I'm a Borat, and‘apon the Road, that I there meer 
with Thieves, that take the Water to avoid them, and 
lodge in an ht which inthe Night-time hap to be 
afte. Thefe things we have all chought on before, taken 
diftinftly or afunder, but never juft in thac very order, 
So in Fictitious Btings, Beings of Reafon, as fome Meta- 
phyficians, or more ‘properly of Fancy, as others, when 
we make impoffidle Conjunctions of Things. 1 have feen 
a Man, Ihave feen a Dog; out of thefe two real things 
Fancy forms one Fidtitions Being, cither fleeping or wa- 
king, aud makes a monfirous Creature, y canine, and 
partly humane, which a Painter can deferibe on Paper, a 
Wall, &c. ché ic firft muft have a being in his own Fancy. 
All this we own the Fancy has power to perform, bur ne- 
ver to ftare any Notion abjolutely new, and independent 
On the Frame of Things before weafured in the Memory : 


Hat's the King of France doing at this 


Anfy. We have already given 
our Judgment againft Aftrology, and, all the Folly of 


cuffion, or a forcof Refiettion. 
the Sound, (or rather a Sound being made by the Motion 
of the Air) moves ftill forward till che firft force be {pent, 
or it meets with fomerhing that hinders it: Now rhe firft 


And'for this we appeal to ‘any Man’s Experience, and 
when the Que any other) cat inftance in any thing 
he ever dream’ that he “never cig of before, in 
that fence wherein we have here explained it, well chen 
tell him why be does fo. 

Queft. 4. What u the moft delightful thing to a Manin 
this World? 

Anfw. Much as. he is, If intemperate and laxavieus 
he delights moft in what he ought moft to be afham'd 
Of, Vertuous Men will take the greareft delight in fair 
and vertuous Adtions, the nableft whercof we efteem to 
be our obliging a Friend, or forgiving an Enemy. But 
were we asked avhat *cis we efteem_moft delightfil to 
the moft of Men, we fhould make no icruple to affirm, "tis 
gettting Money; fince for this only they'll lofe their Pleas 
fire, pare with their Vertue, and tell cheir Hons. 


Queft. 5. What's the Casfe that 2 Burniug-glaf contrad- 
ing the Sun-beams into fo narfow a compass, as to fire 
Cloth, Rope, Tobacco, &c. doth notwith/tanding remain per- 
fectly cold ? 

Anfw, Firft, Becaufe the Glas is not the Obje@ upon 
which che contracted Sun-beams are terminated, but fome- 
thing beyond it. Secondly, Becaufe Nature never aéks 
in vain, as to make ule of Dudts and Conveyanees, where 
the end might be atrained withour ’em ; as, when one 
looks through a Telefcope, the vifual Rays of the Eye 
(which elfe wou'd dilate and {catter in every fide as Lines 

o from aOR Bonne contra@ted, and therefore repre- 
fent the Objet fironger ; yet no one asks why the Inftru- 
ment (which.{s the Medium of Conveyance) dogs not 
imbibe the Vifuality, and officiate the Operations of the 
Eye by ic felf, this would invert fecond Caufes, and make 
all Medium or all End; Befides, Experience fhows 
that Glafs receives the Impreffion of the Suns heat as all 
other Bodies do, differenced only in this, that Bodies 
are more or lefS fafceptive of heat, as they have more 
or lefs of Continuity, or as diftinguifhd by Magzitude: 
Which gwo qualities (every one knows) make ’em refilt 
the Suns heat longer chan thofe Bodies which are porous 
or {mall. : 

Queft. 6. What becomes of Smoak? 

Anfw. 'e afcends into the Air, and if in, great Quanti- 
ty, formsa fort of a Cloud, as we may fee if we'll but 
take the pains to go half a Mile out cf Loudon; if in fmall- 
er, is diffipated by the Winds, or loft in the vaft Traa&s 
of Air, asa little Water, when fpilt on great beaps of . 
Dujt: For that ‘tis annbilated, Boue can be fo foolith to 
conceive. 

Queft. 7. Why do you trouble your felves and the World 
with anfwering fo many filly Dueftions? 

Anfw, Becaufe the World will trouble us, and ne- 
ver lectus or Mr. Smith the Coffee-man alone, unlefs we'll 
give ’em an Anfwer, which fometimes we are forc'd to 
do, as to Brggars, meerly co get rid of them. Befides, 
what’s filly to one is not fo to another; at leaft "cis 
very likely that every one who fends any Queftion thinks 
both himfelf and his Queftion as wif? as he chat fine 
this. 

Queft. 8. Why Sounds afcend? 

Anfw. For the fame Reafon thata Ball does, by Reper- 
The Air being moved by 


thing it ftrikes againft in its circular, or quaquavérfal Mo- 
tion, is the Karch, whence ic rebounds, and muft afcend 
into the calr, as was firft aflerted. 

Queft. 4. Whether the Letters and Story of the Turkith 
Spy . Ah a hal Reality? if true, whether pafi'd, and 
ow lor ce 

Aifer f alla Fi€tion, as we are moft inclinable to 


believe, “tis yet (0 bandfomly manag'd, that one may ra- 
ther fufpe@ than prove it fo. Whoever writ ir, ’tis 
, eee 


} 


i ae ee ee ee 


fences be falfe, a fecret hiflortan feems mot generally 
ipcaking to have that Temptatio 


no Reajon. ; erie: 
ft. 10. How to kaow when Goa reveals bimfelf in a 
Dream, and whin we on'y dream, nt reveals himfelf # 
Asfw. There may bc more Poylon 1D this Ques ion than 
at firft fight appears ; and we are apt co believe ils groun- 
ded on a Notion of Mr. Ho25s, — * That when the 
* Scripzure felates the extraordinary Drcams, Vifions and 
© Revelations of Holy Men, the crue meaning isthat they 
‘only dreamt they faw fuch Vifions, or heard fuch Reve- 
‘ Jetions. But as ‘tis plain enough iat this firikes diredt- 
ly ac the Dejtraétion of all Reveal'd Religion ; {0 no Chirt- 
flian Ear can endure it. However, left the Oay:tter fhould 
think ic unan{werable,we (hall fay fomewhat concerning It. 
If he means, how we fhall know at prefent whea 
a Dream is from God ? We anfwer, There ts no fuch 
thing now to be expe@tcd. The Canon of the Holy Scri- 
ture is compleated, and we have the Light of Revelation 
and affifted Rezfes to dire& us, nor feems there any need 
of more. We confefs we dare not abfolately pronounce, 
that there are never any fuch things as divine Notices and 
Warnings civen to fome good Men, even inthis Age, by 
Supernatural Iatelligenctrs; and fhould be our (elves a lictle 
concern'd, if in avy thing of moment we fhould have fuch 
a Drtam as would oblige us to defift from any Aftion or 
otherwife, not only firmly imprefs'd but repeated feveral 
times exadtly in the fame manner. Bat this we are 
pretty fure of, that no fuch thing as this is either to be 
commonly expected, or much depended on,nor ever ought 
to hinder an honeft Man from difcharging what he knows 
to be his indiSpenfible Duty. As for Example— — 
Were I refolv'd to afift or fuccour a Friend who needed 
my Aid ; or to ferve my Prince or my Countrey in any di- 
fReule Emergency ————Here we fay, or on fuch Occafi- 
ons, not a thoufand Dreams or Deaths either, ought now 
to hinder me from the Profecution of what I defigned. If 
by the Queftion is intended, How we fhall know thofe 
Dreams related ia the Scriptures were from God, and not 
meer cafually Dreams arifing from common, Natural Cay- 
es ? We antwer, By che higheft Authoricy chat can be, 
gist of God himfclf, who fene them, and tells us he has 
done {> ta Holy Scriptures ; which we have formerly pro- 
ved tobe Gods Word, aod as fuch Infadible. Thus tm the 
Caule of JZojiph , weate cold in the tirft Chapter of Sr. 
Mattorw’s Gotpcl, Than the Angel of the Lord appeared to 
bimin a Dream. And wito dares but a Blafphemer change 
that Exprethon into-——-/ie dreamt that the Angel of the 
Lord apotavtd to bim. Ti it be further ask’d, How thofe 
Perfons thould kuow one of thee Dreams from the other ? 
We aafwer, That docs not at all concern us, who have 
juch of them as were really fent from God, when he him- 
telf thought iq, tranfa.ayted to us in his own Oracles.— — 
But thar hoic concern’d did know the differcnce,we can't 
coubr,fings, ocherwife any fuch Warnings would have been 
ia vain Nor ts tr ac all umpoifidle for God to reveal hisWill 
co bis Creature, flerping as well as wahing 5 nor that the 
manger Ob luch Revelation fhould carry its own Evidence 
witht, shaticcomesfrom God. For as we cafily difcern 
a humang¢ Voice irom another,why may we not chat of God 
from Mas ? Nor cap any think that ‘tis not poffible for 
him to make fuch Mantfe/tations of himfeif, emher by a 
more cminent and diftindt degree of Glory, or otherwile, 
as may have mncommunicable Charafters of Diviniry in- 
fiamt apoo them 
Que, 11. Uiram Androgyna fit capax——ultimi finis 
Wel (Alas s 
__ Aajr. Videtis fuper hac re narrationem Androgyna cu- 
jufdam (tis cltiofae per D.Tho. Allen Latiné editanyin- 
scr Ada Soc Reg. Vel. 2- p. oe Ubi fic ——— Ad 


‘tertium fupra decimum anoum pro femella habiuseft 
‘ cum vero in fubigendo pane, cum opceram 
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“res ad Foeminasy a ‘° us : 

Queft 12. Whetber the Gentlemen of the Athenian Gaze 
will ingag? to maintain whatever thty affert ? 

Anfw. Yes, if what they affert 1s Truth and Reafon ; 
if ocherwife, they fhall be glad of betcer Information ; and 
when it appears, will very willingly retract their Errors. 

Queft. 13. How long do you intend to continue your Athe- 
nian Projedt, fince fome one or other may always be putting 
in fome Nice and curious Queftions? 

Aafw. As long as fuch Queftions fhall be put in, and 
perhaps a little longer, we Hiaving fome Tbreé thoufand up- 
on the File already,expedting their feveral Anfwers. 

Qaeft.14.2¢ having been experienced by feveral Perfons that 
upon Pronouncing the word One after the Farsi time the Ric- 
cough comts, it ntvér rétarns.- —Query the Reafon 
thereof. ayo 

Anfw. Unlefs the 2ucrift had fent an Experiment to 
bring the Hiccough, as well asto drive it away, we know 
not what to fay of what he advances. But as foon as 
we have an Opportnniry to try the Avatter of Fact, we'll 
endeavour to fied our the Reafon thereof. 

Queft. 15. Whether Vertue does not confift in Intention ? 

An{w. We don’t very well take the Gentleman’s mean- 
ing. if by Intention he would have us underftand the Bad 
which a Man propofes to himfelf in any Aditon,’tis grant- 
ed by all good Cafii/ts, That it can make an Action bad, 
but not good, fince ‘tis a common Axiom, Bonam éx quae 
libet caufa, malum ex defetiu:All Circumftances muft con- 
cur to make an Aion properly virtxous of good, one only 
fuffices to make it evil. However, an Aftion witha good 
Intention, and bad means or Circuimftances, has lels of evil 
than whereboth are bad,and a lefs Degree of Vice is a com- 
parative Virtue. if he means by Intention, Application, or 
a fort of Attention of the Mind, fixing ic felf upoa Objedts 
as propofed to be refused or chofen,and compating’em with 
themfelves and one another, wherein {Ome ingenious Men 
have placed the Root of Liberty; wereply of thu as well 
as that, That if ic be not Virtue, we at leaftcan’c fee how 
Virtue can aty way confift without it. 


* * We have this Week receiv'd the following Quefti- 
on; viz. I bave long indulg’d my felf in arefiftie8 Habit, 
which I now find contradiftery to myreafon and won'd leave 
it. Pil not be particutat, becaufe the Anfwer may be of ufe to 
every bodyywho are not without the Allur:ments of fome dar- 
ling Sin : Query, What an Havit u,whether to be overcome, 
and nbat are the Methodsin order to it ? This Queftion, 
which as the Queri't well obferves, may be of Wie to eve- 
ry body, thall be Anfwered next Twefday. 


———— — ee i. oo > 


Adber tifement, 


HE Sappliment-to the First Volume of the Athenian Gas, 
gette, Containing the TranfaCtions and Experiments 

of the Foreign. Virtuofo's ; as alfo their ingenious Confe- 
rences upon many Nice aud Curious SxeRions. Towhich 
is added an Account of the Defiga and Scope of moft of 
the confiderable Books Printed ia all Languages,and of the 
Quality of the Aurhor,if known; The whole being a Trap- 
ilation of what is moft rare and valuable in the Pati: Four- 
nal des Scavans, the Acta Eruditerum lipfie, the Univer- 
fal Hifto ical Bibliothtque 5 and in the New Book, Enticu- 
led, Entretiens Séritafcs c Galantes, &c. Publithed for 
the sae gels: So: Nataral, Moral and Divine Knowlédge. 
Printed for Joba Danton, at the Raves in the Poultvey 5 
where is to be had the ¢irfi Volume of the Athenian Gae 
atte, Refolving all the moft Nice am@ Curious Queftions 
tn Divinity, Phyfick, Lew, rbilofophy, Hiftory, Trade, Ma- 
thematicks, &c. Propofed by the ingenious of cither Sex, 
from Tucfday, March 17th. to Saturday, May the 30th. 
a dy (or Sage ones to this time.) ay 
D this Supplement, and alf in our Fivfi Volume is An- 
{wered many of che Togeniovs Queftions lately fent pe 


and as for the reft, they fhall be Anfwer'd ac the End 
our Sicond Volame. 
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